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desert Mr Micawber" should not. And it is obviously because Mrs Micawber's formula comes out of her fictitious social image, and that this, though a cliche, reveals the real woman to us; whereas the Sussex farmer is intended to show us his heart, and shows us his social image instead, without the author's being aware of it. His formula is therefore false in its place, as Mrs Micawber's is true. "Revenge," "My heart bleeds for humanity," "I'll plough up that bit of gorse," are examples of involuntary humour; Mrs Micawber's sentence is not. That is the real difference between them.
Thus far Mr Forster's flat character corresponds to the typical static character of Dickens and Thackeray. But Mr Forster is obviously not much interested in it; he depreciates it, and he does it injustice by claiming certain flat characters as round. "The Countess in Evan Harrington" he says, "furnishes a good little example here. Let us compare our memories of her with our memories of Becky Sharp. We do not remember what the Countess did or what she passed through. What is clear is her figure and the formula that surrounds it, namely, * Proud as we are of dear